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Across the bridge, O come, 
Beloved, from thy home ! 


Come let us walk and dream ; 

In the cool morning roam. 
The soft winds kiss her robe, 
Al-hobe, al-hobe, al-hobe ! 

Why hasten, my gazelle, 

To Dununar’s distant cell ? 

Beside this crystal spring, 

0 listen to love’s spell. 


The soft winds kiss her robe, 
Al-hobe, al-hobe, al-hobe. 
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My day is bitter ; bitter is my day ; 
Bitter my cup and bitter, too, my lay ; 
But in my heart, O sweet calamity, 
À tray of sweetmeats for thee I display. 
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With parasol in hand, behold her passing, 
Her brow, the dawn ; her cheek the rose surpassing 
O mother, if I win her not, amassing 


The gifts of love, e’en Antar ll surprise. 


O thou who goest early to the garden, 
Thy heart to lov’s appeal, O do not harden! 
A word a smile, a glance, a moment, pardon 


The victim of the arrows of thine eyes. 


O take me with thee, fair one : Allah guide thee! 
Thy basket I will bear and walk beside thee, 
And if thy father will not let me bride thee, 


11 startle e’en the foolish and the wise. 


She sought the jeweler’s shop her gold to squander, 
«I want a ring that will make morlals wonder». 
The jewler said, «My heart is thine to plunder 


And thine the jewels, too, that I most prize ». 
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I wandered among the mountains searching for my lark, 
Aud I found him, but alas ! in another maiden’s cage. 
With the tinkling of gold I sought Lo allure him into my cage ; 
But she sang and said «Go your way. Your day is forever by ». 


They said Lo me «Your love is ill and wasted and tomorrow he will die». 
Then to a carpenter I Went and ordered a collin 

Whose lock is of gold, and whose key of a ruby carved, 

And tomorrow, how astonished the kingdom will be 

When they behold two youths in but a single coflin ! 


My love now wears a black shirt woven of hair. 
Like thorns it Wounds his skin 

Luckless may the weaver be ; 

And restless, the dyer ! 

Some day I shall seek the head of the monastery 
And plead for my love ; 

Then I shall tell him that one glimpse of love 

Is holier than all monasteries 


Who among vou has not loved ? 
In what heart does God not walk ? 


See how close are lhe pomegranate seeds ; 

And behold the stars how near and loving ! 

Be quiet, my heart, and weep no more. 

He has forgotten von, 

Forget him, too. But out of my bosom! 

O dark one, how often have I been blamed for your sake ; 
And each time I am blamed, my love grows stronger. 

You are the rose, and 1 the dew that refreshes vou ; 

You are the silken garments and I, the wind that moves you ; 
You are the Pleiades, and I, Orion following vou ; 

You are the moon, and I the stars that watch over vou. 
FI scale the mountain summit, and scan the vale below, 
And hail the gentle breezes that from my country blow. 

O may the vale be flooded, and the raging torrent grow, 
For then l'd make arms a bridge for vou to cross to me! 
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O mother mine, spread me the silken sheet, 

And let me lie down, and cover me with rose leaves. 

For love-sick am [, and flames of love consume me. 

And if die tomorrow, Mother, I beseech vou 

Call round me my comrades, the daughters of love, 

And over my bier let them sing me my dirge. 

O mother mine, vesterday onr secret was our own : 

Today who does not know it? 

My love has gone afar, 

And now [I would write to him. 


If vou deny me paper, FIl write on wings of birds ; 
And if ink you deny me, FIL write with my heart's ‘blood ! 


O you, who are climbing the mountain, 

A drink will you not give me from the hollow of vour hand ? 
In truth, I am not thirsty, 

But 1 would have à word with you ; 

And it may be the wind will lift vour scarf 

And let me look full at vour face ! 
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